Distribution of neuropeptide Y Y1 and Y2 receptors in the postmortem human heart.
In the present study, we present for the first time the presence and distribution of neuropeptide Y (NPY) receptors Y1 and Y2 in the human postmortem heart using specific antibodies raised against extracellular parts of the receptors. A more intensive staining against the Y2 than against the Y1 receptors was detected on both atrial and ventricular cardiomyocytes. Immunoreactivity against both receptors was identified on both conducting fibers and cardiac nerves. More vessels stained positively for the Y2 than for the Y1 receptor, but the Y1 receptors were more abundant in subendocardial than subepicardial vessels of the left ventricular wall.